DRAGGED INTO HISTORY
PRESENTS

THE HISTORY OF

LGBTQ-I’-L

HISTORY
MONTH

WRITTEN BY VAS L. WOJTANOWICZ
ILLUSTRATION BY LEAFEE.STUDIO

In the United States, during October, spooky
things aren't the only ones coming out!

In 1988, Robert Eichberg and Jean O'Leary
inaugurated National Coming Out Day
(NCOD) as a positive way to celebrate LGBT+
folks living open and honest lives.

LGBTQ+ History Month in the United States coincides with NCOD.

In 1994, Rodney Wilson, came out to his students as part of a
lesson about the Nazi oppression of Gay folks. After that fateful
moment, he decided it wasn't right for Lesbian and Gay history to
be excluded from textbooks. He conceived Lesbian and Gay

History Month, as a way to bring visibility to the community's
contribution to the historical record. This celebration spread
globally and eventually evolved into LGBTQ+ History Month.

Sources: HRC, PBS News, NPR, St Louis On Air, Wikipedia
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